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With the French Armies, Sapt 4
The last stage of the victorious ap-
to the scuthern
de-
|

nee

l u-d;rr

1

eorner of the grear German line
fenrs about Laffnox moker an fmm
difference In 1he situatlon We have
glowly bLeapn cllmbing by converging
foutes up what the soldisrs call the
rlacls on the outer slopes and h-'mkmt'
down, nne by one (he outlving fortifica-
the iral cltadel 'Im'l
hiw becn ctrengtiened with wll the re-|
gources of most modcrn military science
I, as the ‘nlogne  Ciamet savx. this
defense has beon T enemy the his-
tarest bLattle of the war. its diffien
fir the Froneh may cendily he ndmitte
In such a case {1 I= only the inost per
fstent valor in all ranks and the
shrewdes! dispositior® by tne army com-
Mand that can win the rond fo vicior:
Wea are now ntop the outer wall of
the foriress on the west front. Leullly )
‘to Terny-Scrny, and on the south above
Cuffies and Croud The former posi-
tion 1= the more important because
gives us henceforih pxtended views over
the German vear and suppls roads
Standing on  the promontnry  above
Leuilly you look across the Alleite right
(iobain moun-
_ taln and the Chemin-des-Dames. Anigny
fa balow vou, The fwo towers of Laon

VAST natl

the

" Cathedral rise from the northwest hori-

__marrow gullles by

‘the terrible battlefield whera In

mon, and hetween these points vou have
the highways on which the (erman
gonvoya depend under full observation.

Hill 172, just south of Terny-Sorny. |
the highest point of the Soiskons moor-
lands, which was carried by a famous
body ‘of zouaves and other French tronps
over the dead bodies of part of the |
Prussian Guard, gives a different pros- |
_ pect.  Looking back to the mouthwest,
you see swelling slopes cut by the deep,
which we mounted
_step by bloody step from the ,\isr‘-\j
valley. Forward to the east vou face
April |

_ of last year from the mouth of a shel. |
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German Army Is Begin-
nmg to Break

NAVAL BRIGADES HIT

AT CAMBRAI ROAD

| - .
Pursuers Sweep Wilderness of

Chalk Trenches and
Ruin nf War

{PLAGL h-\TR]U\h

Enemy Abandons Last Stores
of Ammunition in Hur-

ried Flight

Continued from P'age Dne

Sixtyeecond  division and  other s

fought In viouds of poison gis And

under storms of shells

Take Etain in Night

English treoaps, whio were working

[aft
villag:

With the Canadinns on the nre

reported
of

isoners

to have taken the

Etaln Monday night with =ixty

and  vesterday moining
their putrols went inta Recourt Wood
enemy

stub-

east of that, encountering the

trear gutirds=. bl no!t meeting
born resistanhce anvwhere,
a high plateay
vards further. The enemy
ahelled the village of Recourt as soon
s quickiy
that it {8 clear hls gunners expected
us to arvive, and thely fighting line
withdrew some distance back. lenving

a wider No-Man's Land men

sa thut they
went bievond

thousand

to :|

oy men were in it—so

for our
1y cross
It

Lroops

wis P o ted that
were debouching
the
far from

guna found this pluce for their target

in Marguin
voad,

and

Avras-Cambral nat

their rear guard, oLy

West nava:

in the

Meanwhile Lancashires,
brigades, and Lowland Scots,
Beventeenth Corps below the Cana-
dians were advancing steadily, 1 told
vesterday how the West Lancashires

attucked in the morning. in line with

| the Canadians, after much hard fight

ing on previous dayvs, and then swung
southward and cleared out the
trlangle between the Hindenburg sup-
port line and a wood where many

" ture of Monchy last week were, 1 take | POCKets of the enemy remained with

2l

i

‘recover Kemmel, Neuve FEglise Ridge,

. eause of his heavy
and

A

“it, but an advance guard, and the full
effect of the movement has now heen |
seen In the breaking of the Drocourt
line. They have also won by hard
fighting, and it is not possible that our
war losses should have remained as
extraordinarily low as thev were a
k ago, not that there s any reason
to believe them to be excessive, and
they have been more tnan compen- |
- mated for better results ohtaines,
For these we must look beyond the
ual battlefield. A week ago, when
was in France, no one expected to

|

_ Ballleul and Estaires without a battle
" which would cost us many lhuusands|
of casualties. |
The enemy has heen forced to with: |
* draw from all these places and to mage |
~eonsiderable readjustment of his front
in Flandera, which may go further be.
lossges further south,
because he hnd to find troops to |
meet Bir Douglas Halg's advance to- |
ward Douai and Cambral. Thus our |
lll'ns In Flanders must be added to our |
ns in Picardy when we are balanc. |
& accounts of past battles, nor must |

" it be forgotten that our victories have
freed the French coal fields, which had
1o close down In consequence of the

n advance into Flanders last

- April. This is a matter which touches |

 the Wotan

. The ons fatal

. us all very closely,

: ‘o be impenstrable.

for it means that
call which France has been forced |
make upon us for coal will before
many months are past be reduced, and |
Guy Calthrop will be relieved of
some of his anxieties,

Bethume Within Grasp

Furthermore, the Arras-Albert-
- Amiens railway is again in our hands,
and there is an excellent prospect that
bulbra long and for the first time in
‘the war we shall be able to see an ex. |
tenelon of that rallway through lLens
.Bethune. This will give us n great
Increase in maneuvering powers and
nee very improved facilities for
coal aupply. |
breach which we thus made in
line, otherwise known as
the Drocourt switch, Is one more proof
of the truth of what 1 was saying last
- Wesk.
Tha barrier censed
now

has
ne can

in the west

No i

'm an attack by our tanks backed by

‘and gbove all, by our men,

& short but very intense bumbardment,

provided we

Keep battalions up to strength and give

them ample opportunities for training.

we must not expect miracles. There
Jis a sound old milltary maxim, hope
for the best and prepare for the worst
course is to hope for

_ the best and do nothing

~Ing our prospects in the past
- huck a

st

1 cannot be accused of underestimat-
As far
August 11 1 sald that It was
tim to hope that the effect of |
'8 victory of August 8, would be to

at Peronne, and to readjust his
north of that river. That fore-
Was based not so much upon the
of the gain of ground which had
“made, but upon the effect of the
which had been inflicted upon
enemy since August 8 His losses
been increasingly heavy, and his
for shortening his fron. grows

Must Keep Up Fressurs

hope to see the

my still further east before long, but |

does not mean that complete vie |

In Yet in might, for he can and Is

his tront line, while our men |

w & hard year and cannot g9 on'

hard much longer unless they

up to full strength, Now that

ey is yielding it is time 10 keep |

i1 on him. and, therefore, there

Bater nesd Lhan ever for every |

3 lhlch we can make Lo release
the front.

enemy is on the down-grade and |

Just been told that he has had |

k up elght divisions and had to |

p disparaged Austria for help.

W of breaking up divislons

u‘ tlu be hastensd as a

A

! hruks through

machine-gun nests, giving much
trouble by their crossflre, They did
this with dogged courage, and In one
place south of Bois-de-Bouches the
marines of our naval brigades helped
them erush one of these wasp nests,

The naval men pcame [nto action
| determined not to get thrown back,
but to go far forward after their ad-
ventures of last March, when they
had to fall back before the enemy
forces acrogs the Somme battlefields, |
where T met them fighting a bitter
rear-guard action. They had to
march far over ground which 1
traveled vesterday, so 1T knew the
look of it and the smell of it, and the
horror of it all

Miles of Wilderness

Behind our present front, which
moving forward so quickly, thers s
for many miles a stricken wilderness
There are no landmarks here, as even
there are on Somme battlefielde, where
at least there are rivers and roads

Is

|and natural features upon which the

imagination may fasten for remem-
brance, but here beyond Neuville-
Vitasge and Boiry and Croisetles there
Is nothing but a landscape of bare
monotony rising and falling slightly
from one siope to another, without
high roads cutting across it, without
a river or a valley to break its lines,
without even ruins more than rubbish
heaps of brick which onde were ham-
lets.

Trenches marked by hummocks
white. chalk- zigzag over this
fernal desolation, where tangles
barbed wire, all rusted the
of withered bracken: piles of aban-
doned shells gleaming wet in the vain,
thousands of German stick bombs,
gas masks, helmets, boots, sifles, shat
tered gun limbers. lorries slashed to
pleces by explosives, and huts broken
match-wood ure flung sbout be-
tumble-down dugouts, desemted
pits, overturned blockhouses,
dead horses, and deep shell pits,

Through this plague-stricken land,
mile after mile to the far horlzon, our
men are marching and our guns are
going up and our tents are pitched
and our wounded come walking down
Even to them It has become familiar,
s0 that they don't turn their heads
to study how this wilderness of death
is changed to different tones of evil
or of grimnesa when the nl.ml.i(\ht
the rainclouds and
washes |t all with its pale gold lLight,

of
in-
of

to color

to
tween
gun

 revealing more sharply a detall of it

all and how It is darkened when the
sun
clouds piled up above
slopes.

Ruined Calvary in Croisilles

Yet there la one feature of the
landscape to which the naval men
turned their heads when they marched
up to battle. It i» the only thing left
| standing In all this ruin behind our
lines with some character and men
acing beyond & mere ruin, In the
center of Croisilles, which is quite
destroyed mo that hardly one brick
stands whole upon ancther, there s a
Calvary of life size. The figure of
Christ has been amashed from the

1 Mes with face upward on_

the distant

Prisoners Betray Fact That|

LAND|

LiErman |

is hidden by a black mass of |

ER 4 1918

r westure of pity for the evil that has
been done.

I write thiese thinge sp that people
| who don't see them rgay have in thelr
mind's eyve the scenes theough which
our men are passing, vet no words
of mine can give more than a
blurred image of what this desolation
la really like

For miles
marched through
reached their llne of action south of
the Canndians and  below  Houche
Wood, As 1 have sold Rowval
Marines turned a=ide to go to the help
of the Waest two
in!lfu-t' bodies of marines and Ansops
followed HaWwkes, Twakes
Hands, went forward to thejp
[ jective, swinging
| order to come down to the villey o

the Hirondelle, or Agaghe
'In sometimes called, In order to block

it below Inchy Here  they
checked by machine-gun  fire
| German hul were

taval
this

brigades
until  Jhey

ou

some

Lancashires, huat

by ana
first ol-

southeastward In

valley, ns n

from
strongholds,
cegafal thise

in destroving posts and

passed on
Besond Help of Guns
Thiey

then

prassed beyond range and help
into the
having to rely utterh

of
| of open warfare
| upon

puns fuir g tme PR

thelr villes  and
o
id

Cme team

the retreating

Owrni

guns fire poweg Thelr machine

cuns tervible  work the

rnemy
at

nmong
fired G0.000 vounds
Giermuans

anmd minns

||n-vn fell under this sweeping fire
Vary cunningly and raphlly
machinegun

forward

cerews worked thelr was

with  patrols  and  smnll

enfllading the Ger-
man position and getting their targets

After all the Arst objectlves
been taken, one brigadier went sround
| his forward line, examined the pron-
Tem ahead and,

| biwdies of infantry

Ll

satisfed that his men
could go further without grive peril
them 1o 1

lnge

ordersad advanes agaln wng

keep on, ns long as they did no

touch with each other or meet trouble
in overwhelming odds. Darkness
did not stop

and
country
found 0
west side of Inchy with Quennt and
Protville valley

Came

crent

the
Cinme

hut they still

Lo slowly cautiousiv  into

enemsy’s until  dawn

when they themselves on the

helow them, and a

curving down =outheastwaril

Thelr duty o hlock
and capture Queant by i1his
niovement from the narth
to this plan they spread out and went
down the slopes to the valley on the
east side of Queant and DPronville,
closer to th*m than had been intended
|a! first, but achieving the same result.

All the Germans fled from Queant
before thelr arrival, panie-siricken at
the knowledge that we were hehind
|!.I:mr lines and beaving down on them.
|A smill gurrison of seventy men was
| still holding Pronville, and
Illht"-o surrendered to a mean when they
found themselves surrounded

wHe the valley

turning

il in

To €ut Cambrai Rond

later musn the
brigades advanced agmin below
toward the Bapaume-Cambral road.
| Thelr object, as 1 sald before, was to
cut this artery of ierman retreat. 1If
they are successful, it = almost cer-
lT.’JJ.I\ that they will hamper the move-
ment of the German forces in sharp
retreat further south, .nd that
will prevent the withdrawal of
| heavy transports, The enemy
ceeded In getting awany muost
guns, but has been foreed to blow up
|-um1! of hiz howitzers, which are now
I behind our lines, withi thely crews as
| prisoners,

|

in the (1 FS navu

the
HUe-

of

ns far as pos
advanee has

forward to keep pace
sible with the infantry
been very fine, and 1 saw toduy how
our batteries were straining every
nerve to follow up over all this wild,
roadless land,  Some of our sixty-
vounders, which are heavy and slow
golng weapons, already far
forward that ut noon - they opened
rapid fire on the cross-roads outside
Cambral, so that this highway must
have been a terror to the crowded Ger-
man transports struggling back in
| their retreat.

were 50

German coming back
through this ground watched our gun
teams gloomily, understunding the
meaning and muarvel of all this move-
ment toward their lines, where cheery
voung gunners' officers ‘ealled to thelr |
men to carry on and make haste ufter
the boche, and gunner colonels, rushed
forwnrd to protect new posxitlons and
transport men tethered their horses in
flelds from which the enemy had gone
only a little while ago, leaving fright-
full Hiter wnd filth behind him

prisoners

Prisoners Beyond 10,000
prisoners passed

| Smill groups of
and passed. so0 that we must have
| gone well beyond that 10,000 and in
| wire Inclosures stood new arrivals who
| had drifted down after night and were
now under guard
men wore sleeping themselves
forgetfulness of war, or pacing up and
| down like animals (n cage wr
munching food which we provided.
'They were very hungry, many of
them having gone several days with-
out supplies owing w the chaos and
disorganization behind the German
| Une.
| In ene camp not far from Arras
| there are today several lhousands pf
Fprlsunem belonging 1o ten different
divisions, and looking at them one
might well wonder whether at last one
migin be justified In belleving that
the German army is beginning to
crack. It ls only just beginning and
Is not near tid breaking point yet,
but the evenls of the last day and
night reveal greater weakness in our
enemy than most of us had dared to
hope for, or belleve.

lu the north they are still drawing

into

faint,

were |

Aceording |

.l.-.:utt and Hendecourt
Inchy |

they |

his |

The work of our gunners in getting |

Miserable-looking |

they will be able to camouflage all
| this in the eyes of their own people or
jexplain what cannot be explained
nway = an Interesting problem.

Our men are full of hope and eager
| ness to make an end of the whole
| business; to strike so hard and to go
fast that the enemy will have no
time cecover, To end the vear
with peace |ls whiat inspires the hearts
nf our men, and for that they will
fizht with their spirit keyved high. Per.
haps our wishes go beyond realitles,
but at least the vislon is good

to

Some of our men are on their way
bk Lo something like peace already.
Red Crors traine are running downp
from the cusualty clearing stations
with Blighty men. They line close to
the windows, and have passed down
that abominable land where
nothing grows between the shell
craters but rank grass and weeds, and
where there is nothing human except
[thelr own selves In this devilish desert
of war,

from

l

SHC.

They behind the lines

Linto the sweet good country of France,

trauvel now

where the last of the hatvest is being |
gathered in and bronged wheatshegyves | ©OUrt;

easterly angle they had the heip of
a number of thnks. The tank officers
and crews walted beslde their engines
in tense expectation of dawn, when
they were to start on thelr new ad-
venture with many perils ahead of
them,

Meanwhile, things as e now know
were happening on the enemy’s slde
of the lines. The German high com-
mand was expecting an attack, but
perhaps not quite so soon, and In
desperate anxiety to save the Drocourt-
Queant line had to decide to counter-
attack the Canadians today In order
to defeat our plans, and It had scraped
together, as | have sald, every avail-
able unit from miles back of the line.
Into thls country south of the Scarpe
they had flung up three fresh divi-

sions, the Third Reserves, Pifteenth
Reserves and the Sixtesnth Division,
with the remnaniz of the Firat
Guards, Second CGuards Reserves,
Twelfth Reserves, Fiftv.eighth and
Seventh Cavalry Division, dismount-
ed: batterv of the Thirtysixth and
the 111th Division. The Twelfth Re-
gerve had been badly broken at Bulle
the 111th had suffered exceed-

stand in stubbled felds and ,,qum|1ngh two davs ago at Bapaume and

them and small |
wiatech by clover
cattle ferd, and
are piled

hands 1o

e
Biris

girls wave
and
piitches where sleek
| white,

sy s

madchine |

sun-drenched clouds

high sbove peaceful villages
[ Thrau

s“enes

gh this landscape, near to the

of  war far  away
| beauty, our wounded pass homewara
|

bound after great victorjes.

now

Wonderful Battle

I hnve ssen soms
seenes on the hattieflelds
today. Al were proof of another
tory, a big and astounding victory,
| Its first hours.  After g1l our
| progress and the long endurianes
our men, we have plerced the ssctor
af the Drocourt-Queant line. main
Illr!-- of German registance, and our ad-
by

Neenes

September o (RCTH
wonderful
vie:

in
recent
of
the
vaneed troops arve bevond  The
fnemy ns
fresh or
of men
them,

awan
has massed units from divi
man wnd Dateh
rifles and

broken,
whno

CVAary
cun hold =e
signalers
together in his
| back areas miles away, and i« rush
|iru them up by road and rail, in
motors and carts. in order to smash
and himsell from  ir-
disastler

batialions  and

he can gather

1 labur

| whom

us back save
repurable
o thers be il
aliead, bt
Lancashire

Hgh county

mus nghting
our men—Canndinns and
men and Scots and Eng-
troops—have reached the
strongest line, taken great
| numbers of prisoners, utterly shat-
the enemy’s frst lines of de-
fense and got Into country where we
have been before and where
now they are fighting agalnst strong
land desperate resistance. It is a re-
murkable military foat this at-
tack of ours should be made so quick-
after the hattles [ described lus
in which our men engaged In
hard and bitter fighting around Bulle.
and Riencourt
Germans stiffening against
them every day, [ said in my mes-
sage vesterday that we had gained
the phase of offensive. which startea
on August 5 by driving the enemy
back to the edge of his main line of
defense—hils famous Hindenburg line,
with the Drocourt-Queant switch or
Wotan line, as they call it, at the
narthern end —and that a new phase
would when we drove through
that. But 1 did not then think we
eould start that new attack so soown,
considering all that is involved.

The situation was still difficuit yves.
terday about Hendecourt and Rien-
court beciuse the enemy had counter-
attacked ugaln heavily and we had
withdrawn from both those villuges.
It was necessary to retake them be-
fore the Canadians and our English
battallons eould go aliead today, to
gtorm the Drocourt-Quiaat line on
the way Cagnicourt and Bulssy
and the country bevand.

enemy's
tered

never

that

Iy
week,

with the

hegin

1o

Lancashires Retake Villages

This task of retaking the villuges
wis ciarried out yesterday by Lanca-
shire troops who had already attacked
at 12:00 0. m, on one day, 12:30 a, m.
on another, and at 4 and § o'clock yes-
terdiay  morning, and nt  6:05
o'clock that evening started out again
|- to mest the enemy in the open. They
| stormed their way Into the villages,
Pl and our observers, whom 1 met todoy,
| saw them fighting at close grips with
the Germans in the ruined streets,
while olthers of the enemy escaped and
| ran.

now

The Lancashive machine gunners did
terrvilile work in this neighborhooed, fir-
Ing at the enemy with close targets,
wnd one sergeant claims to have killed
gixty men with hils own gun. One
Lancashire 1lght - trench mortar bat.
tery, further south by Bullecourt,
Knocked two machine guns and
| took tweniy-six prisoners, then the
| next day took thirteen prisoners, en-
gaged three nests of machine guns and
cleared them, obtalned a direct hit
with a trench mortar on one emplace-
ment, destroying its guns, and recelved
the surrender of another machine gun
section—a wonderful achlevement for
ome small téeam of men,

It was after all that work that these
Lancashire lads began the attack this
morning In  conjunction with the
Canadlans on  their left and other
British- troops on thelr right. ' The
Canadians themselves held the ground
from the dry wood south of the Scarpe
to the left of Hendecourt village, and
the Drocourt-Queant line was 2500
yards ahead of them, protected by
thick and sharp-spiked wire and by an
elaborate trench system with many
dugouts and gun emplacements and
strong artillery support, Then they
had to go 1600 yards more to the west
side of Dury and mnr!. ul

.Mhlﬂ

T
| last and poorest

|

ploneers and dismounted ecaval-|

the others had been hard hit,

It was a wild confusion of men
fixed up with units not Intended for
fighting in the line except in the (ast
diteh of despaiv, and filled up with
some individuals of at least third
class physigue, combed out from the
reserves of German
manhood, Truly the German general
staff I;: hard pressed for man-power
tu fight battles with,such mixed lots.

Boche Atlack Forestalled

They had intended, as 1 sald, to at-
tack this morning, and had assembled
for this pnipose; but our attack broke
firat, By enormous labor and cour-
nge our gunners had brought their
artillery  forward over the Dbattle-
ground captured only s day® dF two|
AKO hhad many heavy guns, as)|
weil field batterles. in position;
=40 when at w'eluck har-
it was terpific in

s
as
Lhiut our

power

i
rage opened
and effect

The enemy artillery was in posi-
tion, toon. though not in such strength,
and their gunners were fixing their
fuses and standing by ready to sweep
fire when ours broke
upon their lines, They found them-
selves obliged to alter thelr range,
and one minute after our storm of
shells burst they dropped down their
barrage onto our positions and roads.
It was intense and terrible, but many
of our men were already awuy beyond
its "mean point of impact,” as the
gunners put it, and, owing to short
shooting, many German soldiers were
wounded by their own splinters and
direct hits.

Our men wen! away with the haze

the earliest dawn. It w4g some
indeed, before the light plercea
through the storm clouds and rain
showers and showed any glimmer
above those wide fields of desolation,
where the only landmarks are torn
wooids and piles of vuin and white
chalk, parapets of broken trenches
and shell-broken windmills and hum-
mocks of earth where the German
machine gunners lay in hiding, and
belts of barbed wire tossed into broken
strands by our bursting shells.

The tanks moved forward over this
rough ground behind the first infantry
advance, trampling over the wire,
munging over old trenches, searching
for German machine-gun nests, while
the |ighter whippets went faster ahead
to round up prisoners and strike terror
Into the trench garrison.

The German gunners watched for
their coming and tried to get divect
hits on them as they came. The first
German lines were stormed quickly
by our men, and the German soldiers
were 80 panle-stricken by our advance
and so shaken by fear of death that
they could not fight.

Screamed for Merey

"They crowded down in their dug-
outs,” sald Canadian soldlers this
morning, who ecame back with many
prisoners or with wounds, “and scream-
ed for mercy &s s00On 4s we were on
them. I'l never forget the sound of
those men's yells down there in the
diarkness where they were jammed In
and afrald to come up. It was fairly
bloodcurdling.” '

1 do not know how many prisoners
we took this morning, All that I
know = that 1 have never seen so
many trooping back over the battle
flelds. There is one road up which 1
passed to the front which held n
strange and tragle drama, and though
I have seen many Dpictures of war
and the swirl of many battles, 1 shall
not forget the traffic of that road.

Today the battle was In full progress
mway over there and our guns were
firing heavily; and now and then Ger-
man shells came over to ruined vil
lages on either side of thisswinding
road, bursting with gruff coughs and
fiinging up vomits of smoke and
death. Through the black rainclouds
the sun shone upon these frightful
places, these huddles of brick and
timber that gashed the skyline with
their ribs and fragments, and upon the
wreckage of rallways and overturned
engines and old gunpits and earth-
works out of which we had hurled the
enemy on our recent progress, That
was the background of the road, and
along the road itself came an inces
sant stream of men and mules and
guns. It was like a long friese on a
living panel in some picture of war,

Vietory Moving Forward

A stream golng one way wis ‘made
up of endless chains of batteries and
gun limbers golng forward to follow
up the enemy, and battalions were
marching up Iin support, played up
part of the wey oy their bands, and

ke o

our lines with

of
time,

wagons, The other way, coming from
the battleline, were the walking
wounded and prisoners and stretcher-
bearers. On one side was the spirit
of victory moving forward, and on
the other side the human price of
victory and the tragedy of defeat.
Crowds of German prisoners came
stumbliing back in small K groups of

of men and single figures hobbling
slowly and painfully, with drooping
bodies and their big steel helmets bent
to their chesta, Many were wounded.
thelr heads all bloody and thelr faces
like masks of blogd, or with broken
arms or bullet wounds in their legs g
others wers worse than that, so that
they could not walk and seemed al-
ready dead. They were carrled shoul
der high on stretchers,
slowly down that crowded way,

Oury wounded and the German
wounded mixed together and helped
each other, Some of the Germans
carried one badly wounded man &g
they carried their own. T saw many
groups of English and Canadian and
German soldlers walking together with
arms about each other's necks, prop-
ping each other up, tumbling together,
resting together for a time in the
shelter of ditches and under ruing by
the wayside. Some of them had pioked
up bite of timber and were uging them
as crutches or sticks to help them on
thelr way, and others, after coming
s0 fur, dropped and waited for an am-
bulanece to plek them up later in the
day. Companies of wounded prison-
ers marched down in military forma-
tion with thelr own officers at their
head., without escort. The officers
called out words of command to them
as though on their own side of the
lines, and 1 saw some battalion com
manders among them, walking gravely
threugh with a beaten look.

. Prisoners Unescorted

|  ‘There were hardly any escorls at
[lhm stage. Our Ltroops were too busy
nngming provide escorts and the
prisoners trudged back alone, perfect-
ly harmless now and eager to get
bevond shell range. They passed and
passed as the guns went up, hour
after hour, there must be a lot
of them., For the most part, T am
bound to say, they looked 1tall and
proper men, though they came from
such mixed unils and scratch re-
SOTVER.

ta

sa

There were many boyvs among them,
but sturdy enough to make good
fighting men. and their high steel hel-
mets gave them a grim look., Many,
however, wore their fleld caps, and
by the numbers on thelr shoulder
straps one could see miany different
regiments, After their first terror
they showed gladness at their escape,
and many of them showed gratitude
to our men by stopping them on the
roadway and offering them Iron
crosses or pictures from their pocket-
books. Some of them spoke bits of
English and held wayside conversa-
tions with their captors. [ overheard
some of these remarks:

“"When will the war end, Fritz™
asked one of our men: and the man
answered:

“This vear."

“Then It will
the English Iad.

“Perhaps.” was the answer, “and 1
don't care, as long as peace comes."

“Are vou fellows tired of the war?"
asked an English ofMcer; and the an-
EWPr WAS!

“The whnle world
and so are all of us."”

“ls England hungry?' was a gues.
tion put by a German prisoner, and
he seemed surprised when our men
imlghed and sald, “Not a bit of it,
We have heaps to eat.”

“Our U-Boats Are Finished"

“Then you get plenty of food from
America,” sald the German.

"Some," was the reply.
U-hoats don’'t stop us much*

“Ach," said the German sadly,
U-boats are kaput—finished."

“How many Americans do you think
we have in France? was one gues-
tion of our men, and another German
soldier said: 4

“Perhaps a million,
very bad for Germany.”

S0 they passed and passed, men
acing up and men coming down, our
wounded and theirs.

The battle was zong well so far,
but the Germun strength of reaistance
w1s growing as the I ours passed, Tne
Canadians had swept through the Dro-
court line and were beyond Cagni-
court and into Dury and Buissy.
They had very hard fighting at Dury,
where there was a sunken road be-
hind a windmill crammed with ma-
chine guns. They came up against
the German third reserve division,
brought up from Mauberge with ordere
to attack al dawn today and tuke as
much- ground as poasible. i

These men, whose attack had beln
frustrated, fought well and are still
resisting strongly. The town Mayor
of Drury was captured, and one strag-
gled bird who fell Into Canadian hands
was an officer coming back from leave,
who rode this morning with his order:
ly down the Arras-Cambrai road Igno-
rant of the attack until he fell, horse
and alj, into the Canadian line there.
Heveral battalion commanders were
taken, and one of them, who belongs
to the Lancashire bag of prisoners,
saw one of his stretcher-bearers car-
rying the wounded and asked leave to
speak to him. Consent was given and
he called the man up and said:

“l was golng to give you the iron
-cro;. vesterday for gullant conduet,
and now take this opportunity of
presenting it to you with my congratu-
lations.”

Prisensr Gole Iren 0

be win for us" sald
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PHILIP GIBBS PICT TURES BRITISH ARMY STRAINING TO STRIKE
CRUSHING BLOW AGAINST FLEEING ENEMY IN QUEANT SECTOR

Unleashed British Strain to
Land Knockout on Tot,
tering Foe

TEUTONS GATHER
BROKEN DIVISIONS

Hand - to - Hand Battles
Haig's Men Recapture
Villages

SERGEANT KILLS SIXTY
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Victory Streams Forward,
Passing Tide of Wounded
and Prisoners

was asked whether he
lhnught we would break through the
Drocourt-Queant line,
“No" he said, stiffly;
wants "
“Yes," sald an English officer, “but
Germany wanted you, and yet we have
taken vou."
This seemed to leave the German
offlcer without further argument,
Britush troops today south of the
Canadians had a difficult operation at
the outset holding Hendecourt and
Riencourt, They had to form up be-
liind the Canadians, then follow on
and swing south to “mop up” the
grodnd in the triangle formed by the
Hindenburg support line as a base
with a littie wooded copse as its apex.

decourt,

"G!rlt‘lnn}'

a

[ This they did, walking down the legs

of the triangle; but plckets of the
enemy remained in belween with nesis
of machine guns, which they served
with the utmost resolution. The
copse was a gource of trouble in the
way, and Lancashire did not have the
help of the tanks, as most of them
at that time were on the Canadian
front. However, all abjectives were
taken this morning and our observers
reported the tanks far ahead of our
line,

The Canadians had hard fighting
across the Arras-Cambral road, espe-
cially at certain road® near a rulned
factory and a place called Brioche
farm.

It is too early to tell the result of
the baitle. but [t is still in progress
and, as 1 have said, the enemy is
apparently pouring up men for coun-
ter-attacks. But as far as the frat

_pPhidse goes, we may clalm full suc.

cess; for we have broken the Dro-
court line and taken many hundreds
of prisoners and certainly some guns,

Many Canadians told me that they
had passed German batteries abandon-
ed by thelr gunners, s
ought to fall into our hands in another
severa blow to the enemy; and if we
can hold against thelr fierce counter:
attacks it must jeopardize
strength of the Hindenburg line and
perhapas force them to a greater
treat,

re-
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Beginning of Revolutior
Within Next Two Weeks
Is Predicted

ARMY DISCIPLINE

Soldiers at Nish Try to SI
Flour Being Shipped to 5
Germany

——

Special Cable to Evening Public Led,
Copyright, IPIE, by New York Times Con®
London, Sept. 4.

The London Dally Mail's correspoh
at Berne says: A personage In tone
with Bulgarian affairs informs mé
e last night recelved a private rep
to the effect that revolutionary elements
recently succecded In blowing up part of
the royal paluce in Sofia e

““Unless T am very much mistaken, 2
continued my informant, ‘another forts |
night will see the beginning of a Bul-
garien revolution. ~

The Daily Mail's correspondent raporte
that the great victorles of the Allles in" |
France huve conteibuted to sncourage In |
the Bulgarlun army that war weariness
which has for a long time permeated its 1
ranks. ‘Troops openly politiond
meetings in thelr cumpe, which lhrlf‘_
cflicers hve to wink,

A regiment was holdiag one such meel-
Ing recently when its colonel n].lpurad
on ihe scenc.  Absolutely no notlce WAS
taken of him, and no soldier saluted.
The colonel hesitated, and then went ofr,
pretending to bave noticed nothing., De-
sertiong are regular. -

HSome time ago from the Allled posi-
tions the noige of o cannonade WwWas
heard coming from the enemy lines, and
observers could see shells bursting, The
Allled artillery was quite slient, and it .
was only later that the cguse of the |
phenomenon was explained by the rés.|
nport of some deserters from

hold
it

the Bul-
garlan slde that a large party of thel
comrades, while trying to escape, had
been betraved by some one, and thnl..-
Germat artillerymen had put up o small
burrage to prevent thebr leaving the Bul- 3
garian trenches

The London Thoes's Salonlea corpres
spondent, under date of August 26, wirem o
that Bulgarian desevters report that on |
August at the railway station at .
Nisgh, Bulgirian soldiers tried to pre-
vent the depariure to Germany of four,
carloads of four, and that o Aght en=
sued which resalied in the death of fmll‘-'u
jermans and one Bulgarinn, :

Fantastic retndl prices are ruling lﬂ
Bulgaria for tin and copper. It appears
from a repord of one of the deserters,
wiho the other day was seni to Nish to )
buy small quantities of these meta
which were reaquired for relining regls
mental kitechen utensil=s, that he had
to n.w 100 levas per Rilogram for cops
per and 250 levas per kilogram for llu. ‘l
These prices would he equivalent
$30,000 and $50,000 per ghort ton, ﬂm
spectively,

[0

CHINA BUYS WIRELESS PHGNES*

v

Makes Contracts With Marcuni-
Company to Value of $1,500,000

Copuright. 1018, bd Nrw Timea Cea..

Pekin, Sepi. 4 —The Chinese Govern=
ment has made an agreement with the
company  to purchase wireless
telephones with forty-mlle power at a
price of $£1.600,000. The telephones Are
to be delivered within nine months,

The price wili be deducted from a
loan of $1,000,000 at 8§ per cent, ¢

York

PHOTOPLAYS

e ——

IIIII'NDI’I..\‘I‘

The Stanley Booking Corporation

HE fcllowing theatres obtain their pictures through the STANLEY Booking

Corporation, which is a guarantee of early showing of the finest
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